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EXT. PATTERSON PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL - MORNING

SUPERIMPOSE: West Virginia, 1952

NICHOLAS SUTTER 40, drives up a long driveway.

EXT. PARKING LOT/FRONT DOOR - MOMENTS LATER

He walks to the door and pushes a buzzer. A woman answers.

WOMAN (O.S.)
Hello, can I help you?

NICHOLAS
Yes, I’m here to see Nathan Sutter.

WOMAN (O.S.)
One moment, please.

INT. LOBBY - CONTINUOUS

Nicholas enters a waiting room. He approaches the WOMAN, 52, 
behind the desk.  

NICHOLAS
Excuse me, I’m here to see Nathan 
Sutter.

WOMAN
Let me see if he’s ready for you.

She picks up a phone. Nicholas looks around the room.  

WOMAN (CONT’D)
They are ready for you.

NICHOLAS
Thank you.

INT. WARD DOOR AND HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

A GUARD, 32, escorts Nicholas to the last door. He knocks.

INT. NATHAN’S ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The guard enters. Nicholas stands behind him.

GUARD 
Mr. Sutter you have a visitor.



NATHAN, 40, turns to see Nicholas, his twin brother.

NICHOLAS
Nate?

NATHAN
Nick, is that you?

The guard leaves. Nick stays standing at the doorway.

NICHOLAS
I’m just here to sign the papers.

NATHAN
Do you have any idea what they will 
be doing to me?

NICHOLAS
Yes. That will give our mother 
peace. She can never forgive you 
for what you did to Dad.

NATHAN
I didn’t mean to do what I did. 
It’s my sickness. I have no control 
over it. It runs in our family.

NICHOLAS
Really, Nate? I guess that is why 
you are the only “sick” one.

NATHAN
You need to forgive me too.

NICHOLAS
You know I won’t do that.

NATHAN
Fine Nick. Have it you way.

NICHOLAS
Look Nate. I just want to sign the 
papers and get the hell out of 
here.

NATHAN
Nick, I’m sorry. Come and sit down. 
You want something to drink?

NICHOLAS
Yeah, my throat is sore from 
yelling at you.
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Nathan goes to bathroom and retrieves a glass of water and 
brings it to Nicholas.

NATHAN
Here. It’s just tap water.

Nicholas takes a sip. He makes a face.

NICHOLAS
It tastes funny.

NATHAN
It’s got an aftertaste, but they 
tell me it’s safe.

Nicholas stares out the small window in the room. He starts 
to feel dizzy. He falls out of the chair onto the floor.   

Nathan picks him up a places him on the bed. He switches 
clothes with him and gives himself a hair cut. He goes into 
the bathroom and lathers his bracelet hand up with soap.  

He slips his ID bracelet off, placing it on Nicholas’s wrist. 
Then he walks out the doorway and down the hall.

INT. HALLWAY - AFTERNOON

Nathan walks to the door and buzzes.

WOMAN (O.S.)
Hello?

NATHAN
This is Nicholas Sutter. I’m done 
with my visit.

WOMAN (O.S.)
One moment, please.

NATHAN
Thank you.

The woman buzzes him out.

WOMAN
Mr. Sutter, if you could sign this. 
How is your brother feeling today?

NATHAN
Good, he decided to take a nap.
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WOMAN
It’s a release form for the 
operation. I’m sure your brother 
told you about it.

NATHAN
Oh yes, sure.

WOMAN
Thank you, Mr. Sutter. 

EXT. FRONT DOOR/PARKING LOT - CONTINUOUS

Nathan walks out, gets in Nicholas’s car and drives away.

INT. NATHAN’S ROOM - LATER

Nicholas wakes up, confused.

NICHOLAS
Huh? Why am I dressed like this?

Nicholas looks for his brother. Then leaves.

INT. HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Nicholas walks down the hallway and buzzes the nurse.

WOMAN (O.S.)
Hello?

NICHOLAS
Yeah, where is my brother Nathan?

WOMAN (O.S.)
Nathan Sutter should be in his 
room. Who is this?

NICHOLAS
This is Nicholas Sutter. I just 
came from his room. He’s not there.

WOMAN (O.S.)
Nicholas Sutter left a couple hours 
ago.  Who is this?

NICHOLAS
Nicholas Sutter.

WOMAN (O.S.)
One moment, please.

4.



 Nicholas hears footsteps. He turns to see the guard. 

GUARD
Mr. Sutter, what seems to be the 
problem?

NICHOLAS
I want to know where my clothes 
are. I’m ready to go home.

GUARD
Mr. Sutter, you know that we can’t 
let you do that.

NICHOLAS
Excuse me? Why not?

GUARD
Because you are still sick.

NICHOLAS
What are you talking about?

GUARD
Nathan, look I don’t want any 
trouble. Let’s just get you back to 
your room.

NICHOLAS
Nathan? I’m Nicholas. You must be 
mistaken.

GUARD
No, Nicholas left earlier and you 
are wearing your bracelet. Those 
things are impossible to get off.

NICHOLAS
No, that must have been Nathan.

GUARD
Come on, Nathan. We need to get you 
ready for the doctor.

Nicholas yells.

NICHOLAS
I’m not Nathan. He’s my twin!

GUARD
Look Nathan, we can do this the 
easy way or the hard way.
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NICHOLAS
My name is Nicholas, not Nathan.

The guard grabs his radio and calls for nurses.

GUARD
Can I get some help with an upset 
patient in the ward hallway?

Nicholas grabs the guard and struggles with him. Nurses and 
guards arrive and hold Nicholas on the ground. 

A nurse gives Nicholas a shot. They pick him up and take him 
back to Nathan’s room, restrain him on the bed and leave.

INT. NATHAN’S ROOM - EVENING

Nicholas wakes up to a NURSE, 50, standing over him.

NURSE
Mr. Sutter, it’s time for your 
operation.

Nicholas’s eyes grow big and he screams.  The nurse struggles 
to keep him under control. She gives him another shot.

NURSE (CONT’D)
Doctor, we are ready now.

The DOCTOR, 60, enters.

DOCTOR
Please take the patient to the 
procedure room.

INT. PROCEDURE ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Nicholas is wheeled in by orderlies. The door shuts. Shadows 
are seen behind the door. Silence. Then CLANG! CLANG!  

FADE TO BLACK.
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