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INT. CHICAGO MAGAZINE OFFICE - DAY

ASTER JEAN SULLIVAN, 33, a beautiful woman with strawberry 
blond hair and piercing green eyes, sits her desk staring at 
her blank computer screen.  The phone RINGS, she picks it up. 

ASTER
(into phone)

Hello.

RAY (V.O.)
Aster, we are having meeting in the 
conference room in fifteen minutes 
to discuss the next month issue.  

Aster grabs a post it and jots down, “Paranormal 
Investigation. Fact or Fiction.”

ASTER
(into phone)

Okay, I will be down.

INT. CHICAGO MAGAZINE - HALLWAY - DAY

She hurriedly makes her way down the hall to the elevator. As 
waits, CHRISTY, 29, short, jet black hair woman approaches.    

ASTER
Hey, you going to the meeting too?

CHRISTY
Yeah, I still don’t know what I am 
going to write about for the next 
issue.

ASTER
I think I have a good idea but I 
don’t know if they will like it.

CHRISTY
What is it you are going uncover 
this time?

ASTER
I am going to debunk paranormal 
investigations.  They have way too 
many shows on about that crap these 
days.  Its time someone finds out 
if it’s real or just a bunch of 
camera trickeries.   



CHRISTY
I think that they will let you do 
it.

ASTER
I hope so.  This could be my 
Pulitzer.  

CHRISTY
I believe you can do it. 

The doors the elevator open.

INT. ELEVATOR - CONTINUOUS

They step inside.  Aster pushes the button for the 12th floor 
and the doors close.

ASTER
Wine, at my house tonight?

CHRISTY
That sounds divine.  I’ll bring the 
wine and you can bring the 
magazines.

ASTER
It’s a date. 

CHRISTY
I probably won’t get out of here 
till at least seven.

ASTER
Yeah, me too.  So meet at my place 
at eight?

CHRISTY
Sounds good.

INT. CHICAGO MAGAZINE HALLWAY - DAY

The elevator DINGS.  Aster and Christy exit and walk down a 
long hallway with doors on both sides.  At the end of the 
hallway an open conference room with large glass windows all 
around it.  
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INT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Aster open the door and enter the room.  There’s a cork board 
and white board on the wall in front of a long wooden table.  
They take a seat at the table and wait. 

ASTER
I wonder what kind of crazy ass 
stuff will be in this issue.

CHRISTY
Beats me.  Maybe they will do 
something that will get younger 
readers.

ASTER
Remember when they tried to get 
younger readers with the vampire 
thing?  

CHRISTY
Yeah, you did that article about 
how they aren’t real and that 
people who think they are 
delusional. 

ASTER
No, it’s called Renfield’s 
Syndrome, which is an obsession 
with drinking blood.

CHRISTY
And that is why we don’t have young 
readers.  You always have to debunk 
everything and put a downer on 
everything fun.

ASTER
The truth is out there.

CHRISTY
Okay, Scully.

RAY,55, salt and pepper hair and deep folds on his face, 
enters.  

RAY
Hello, Everyone.  Does everyone 
have their story ready for pitch?

Aster eagerly raises her hand.

RAY (CONT’D)
Aster, do you have your idea?
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ASTER
Yes.  I want to do an article on 
fact or fiction, is paranormal 
investigation real?

RAY
I like it.  Write fifteen-hundred 
words by the end of the month.  
Anyone else?

Silence.

RAY (CONT’D)
Okay.  Let’s start throwing out 
ideas.  

INT. ASTER’S OFFICE - EVENING

Aster sits at her computer researching an article. 

ON THE SCREEN:

 A website with UFOs as a background, she clicks on a link 
and the title says, “ A Ghost Harmed My Family.” 

ASTER
How can people believe this crap?

She looks at the clock, it READS: “7:00 PM”  

ASTER (CONT’D)
I better get going.

EXT. ASTER’S APARTMENT - PARKING LOT - EVENING

Aster pulls the car into the parking lot of her building and 
gets out.  

EXT. ASTER’S APARTMENT - EVENING

Aster approaches the front door and MANNY, 24, a young 
Hispanic man opens the door.

EMMANUEL
Ms. Sullivan, how was you day 
today?

ASTER
Fine, Manny.  And yourself?
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EMMANUEL
Can’t complain.

ASTER
That’s good.  Christy will be 
coming around eight.  So you can 
let her up.

EMMANUEL
Will do.

ASTER
Thanks, Manny.  Have a nice night.

EMMANUEL
You too, Ms. Sullivan.

INT. ASTER’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

There is a KNOCK on the door.  Aster opens it.  Christy 
enters with two bottles of wine and Chinese food.  

ASTER
You read my mind.  I was going to 
see if you wanted to order some 
Chinese.  

CHRISTY
I figured we had a long day need 
comfort food and alcohol.  

ASTER
Come on in.  Don’t mind the mess.

CHRISTY
Really? I know you just cleaned up, 
right before I got here.

ASTER
Guilty.  I haven’t had time to do 
anything lately.  Look at my 
houseplant, I think it committed 
suicide. 

They both laugh.

CHRISTY
So I got assigned an article on 
Cyber Bullying.  I guess Ray has 
given up on getting younger 
readers.  It looks like he is 
focusing on their parents now.
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ASTER
Do you remember when we were kids?  
The Internet was in it’s infancy.  
We didn’t hide behind a computer to 
trash talk someone, we did it to 
there face. 

CHRISTY
We also had to know how to fight.

ASTER
Okay, enough work stuff.  Let’s 
relax.

They grab a magazine and curl up with their glasses of wine.  
They flip through the pages of Elle together. 

CHRISTY
Did you see this?  Apparently, you 
can lose a bunch of weight with 
this Master Cleanse.  

ASTER
Are people still doing that?  I 
remember when they first came out 
with that.  It’s not good for you.

CHRISTY
If I can lose 10 pounds a week, 
it’s worth it.  

ASTER
I guess if you want to try it, then 
I will too.  We can suffer 
together.

CHRISTY
Aww.  Thanks.

The phone RINGS.  Aster gets up and answers it.  

ASTER
(into phone)

Hello?

WOMAN (V.O.)
Aster Sullivan?

ASTER
(into phone)

Yes, this is she.

Aster sits down at her breakfast nook.
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WOMAN (V.O.)
I’m Nurse Sylvia Grey, at Scarsburg 
General.  Your father has been 
admitted with shortness of breath.  
We are going to put him on a 
ventilator for couple days until 
his oxygen levels come up.  Since 
you’re listed as an emergency 
contact, we need your permission to 
do the procedure.   

ASTER
(into phone)

Yes, do it.  I will be on the next 
flight there.  

SYLVIA GREY (V.O.)
Okay, Ms. Sullivan.  

She hangs up the phone and looks at Christy.

CHRISTY
What was that about?

ASTER
My father is in the hospital.  I 
need to book a fight.  

CHRISTY
I hope he is okay.

ASTER
Me too.   

CHRISTY
Do you need me to do anything while 
you are gone?

ASTER
No, but I need to call Ray and tell 
him I will have to do the story on 
the road and that I won’t be in for 
probably a week.

CHRISTY
Do you think he will be better in a 
week?

ASTER
I don’t know, but I don’t want to 
spend anymore time in that town, 
than I have to.
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EXT. ASTER’S APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY

Aster stands outside.  She sits a suitcase down and Manny 
hails her a cab.  He puts the bags in the trunk.

INT. AIRPORT - DAY

Aster paces towards the  “PITTSBURGH” gate. Her phone RINGS.

ASTER
Hello?

SYLVIA GREY (V.O.)
Hello, Ms. Sullivan.

ASTER
Yes? Who is this?

SYLVIA GREY (V.O.)
This is Sylvia Grey again, with 
Scarsburg General.

ASTER
Oh yes, hello. Is my father okay?

Aster takes a seat at the gate.  

SYLVIA GREY (V.O.)
Your father has been taken off the 
ventilator and he is breathing on 
his own.

ASTER
That is wonderful news.

SYLVIA GREY  (V.O.)
But his cancer has gotten worse.  
Is there anyway you could come 
here?

ASTER
Yes, I am on my way now.  Is he 
going to be okay?

SYLVIA GREY (V.O.)
It’s too soon to tell but it 
doesn’t look good.

FLIGHT ANNOUCER (O.S.)
Next flight 204A, Pittsburgh, will 
depart in fifteen minutes.
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ASTER
I’m on my way.  Thank you.

SYLVIA GREY (V.O.)
Your welcome.

 

INT. AIRPLANE - DAY

The plane ascends into the air and takes off for 
“Pennsylvania”.  Aster sinks into the seat and pulls out 
“Paranormal Magazine”.  She flips through the pages and finds 
an article on the dangers of using the Ouija board.  

Aster reads out loud.

ASTER
The Ouija board can unlock doors to 
the other side and spirits can 
enter while using it.  

She pulls out a pen and tablet and starts to jot down notes.

ASTER (CONT’D)
I need to get one of these.

EXT. SCARSBURGH GENERAL HOSPITAL - DAY

She exits a car and makes walks to the door.  

INT. SCARSBURGH GENERAL HOSPITAL - MOMENTS LATER

Aster walks up to the counter and as the NURSE,40, sits at a 
crescent shaped desk behind a computer.

ASTER
Hello, what room is Douglas 
Sullivan in?

NURSE
Room two-ten.

ASTER
Thank you.  

Aster notices “Gift Shop.”  
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INT. ELEVATOR - DAY

 Aster holds a bouquet of white carnations. She pushes the 
“2” floor button.  The elevator arrives at the floor and she 
exits.  She looks at the signs of the wall and makes a left 
to ROOM 210.  

INT. ROOM 210 - CONTINUOUS

She walks in and her father, DOUGLAS SULLIVAN, 64, white hair 
and weakened figure, blankly stares at a television, mounted 
on the wall.  

ASTER
Hi, Daddy.

DOUGLAS
A.J.!

ASTER
How are you doing?

DOUGLAS
Better now that you’re here.

ASTER
Why didn’t you call me earlier?

DOUGLAS
I didn’t want to bother you with my 
problems.

ASTER
Daddy, this isn’t a problem you’re 
sick.

DOUGLAS
You know I’m so proud of you.

ASTER
I know, Daddy.  

DOUGLAS
How long are you staying?

ASTER
I’m not sure but I do have some 
work to do while I’m here.

DOUGLAS
My little girl always keeping her 
eye on the prize.
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ASTER
Like I always say, hard work always 
pays off.  

Douglas coughs.

ASTER (CONT’D)
Daddy, why don’t you get some rest?  
I’m going to get a room at the 
motel and I will be back tonight.

DOUGLAS
Okay, I love you, A.J.

ASTER
I love you too, Daddy.

INT. WALMART - GAME AISLE - DAY   

Aster surveys the shelves. She notices an EMPLOYEE, 20, tall, 
slim, and greasy.

ASTER
Excuse me, do you carry Ouija 
boards?

EMPLOYEE
Yes, they should be on the top 
shelf.

The Employee reaches an grabs the Ouija board.

ASTER
Thank you.

CHARLIE (O.S.)
A.J.?

CHARLIE HARRIS, 34, handsome, dark hair and eyes, approaches.  

ASTER
Charlie?

CHARLIE
How have you been? I haven’t seen 
you since.....

ASTER
I know it has been awhile.  I just 
got back.
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CHARLIE
I heard you dad wasn’t doing to 
good.

ASTER
Yeah. So How have you been?

CHARLIE
Well, not too good.  Just got a 
divorce.

ASTER
I’m sorry to hear that.

CHARLIE
How long are you going to be in 
town?

ASTER
I don’t know yet.

CHARLIE
We should get coffee or something.

ASTER
Okay, I’ll have to see if I have 
time.  I really should get going.  
It was nice seeing you.

CHARLIE
You too.  Where are you staying?

ASTER
The Pines Inn.

CHARLIE
I hope I see you around.

ASTER
Me too.

Aster awkwardly walks away, horrified.

INT. PINES INN - ROOM 13 - DAY

Aster puts her things on the bed and opens the Ouija board.  
She puts in on the small table in the room.

ASTER
Let’s see what this thing can do.

Aster places the triangle magnifying glass on the board.  
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ASTER (CONT’D)
Is there any spirits that want to 
talk to me?

Silence.

ASTER (CONT’D)
I knew it.  This stuff is a load of 
crap.

The triangle moves to yes.

ASTER (CONT’D)
There has to be a magnet in the 
bottom of this.

Aster flips it over and looks.

ASTER (CONT’D)
I should get back to the hospital.

Aster puts the board and triangle back in the box.  She goes 
to leave but turns around to grab her keys.  Behind her is a 
shadow person, but when she turns around it is gone.
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